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THE LINE ITEM VETO. Legislation has been passed giving the President line-item veto
power for the fIrst time in history. President Clinton signed the bill on 9 April. The measure
has an effective date of 1 January 1997, or the date of enactment of a seven-year balanced
budget act (whichever occurs fIrst).
Under present law, the President is empowered only to veto entire bills, but not specifIc
items within a bill. The new law -- long sought by Presidents -- allows a President, with respect
to any bill or joint resolution, to cancel in whole (1) any dollar amount of discretionary budget
authority, (2) any item of new direct spending, or (3) any limited tax benefIt. SpecifIcally:
* Direct spending includes entitlements (but not Medicare and Social Security) and the
food stamp program.
* Limited tax benefIt applies to any revenue-losing provision that provides a federal tax
deduction, credit, exclusion, or preference to 100 or fewer benefIciaries, or a federal
tax provision that provides temporary or permanent transitional relief for 10 or fewer
benefIciaries in any fIscal year from a change in the Internal Revenue Code.
A cancellation may be made only if the President determines that it will reduce the
Federal budget defIcit and will not impair any essential government function or harm the national
interest.
The procedures established under the bill require the President to send Congress a special
message listing the spending items to be rescinded. Congress has 30 "days of session" (i.e.,
days in which both the House and Senate are in session) to review the Presidential message and
to enact a disapproval bill. This period begins on the day after the House and Senate receive
the Presidential message.
The measure includes the following provisions for considering a disapproval bill in the
House:
.. A disapproval bill or joint resolution (which disapproves one or more caIlcellatioi1s
of appropriations, new direct spending, or targeted tax benefIts) must be introduced
within the 5 days of session following the receipt of the President's message.
* The committee to which the disapproval bill is referred must report it without
amendment, with or without recommendation, no later than the seventh day of session
after the date it was introduced.
* If the committee fails to report the bill within that period, any Member favoring
the bill could offer a motion to discharge the committee. The motion would be highly
privileged and debate would be limited to one hour.
* All points of order against the bill and against its consideration would be waived.
General debate would be limited to one hour.
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• Only amendments supponed by 50 Members that strike one or more of the
cancellations in the bill may be offered. Thus, it would be possible for
some of the President's cancellations to go into effect, while others would not.
The bill's provisions relating to consideration of a disapproval bill in the Senate include
the following:
• The Senate may consider a disapproval bill introduced in the Senate or a disapproval
bill sent over from the House. Disapproval bills sent from the House would not be
referred to committee, but would be placed directly on the calendar.
• Only amendments to strike cancellations in the disapproval bill or to insen
cancellations in the President's message that are not included in the bill could
be considered.
* Senate consideration would be limited to 10 hours, but a motion to extend debate
for an additional five hours could be made. Debate on an amendment would be limited
to one hour.
The measure requires that any conference needed to resolve differences between the
House and Senate disapproval bills should be promptly convened. The measure provides that
it would be in order to consider a conference repon on such a bill in the House one day after
the conference repon has been available. House debate on the conference repon would be
limited to one hour; no motion to recommit the conference repon could be offered; nor could
any motion to reconsider the vote by which the conference repon is agreed to or disagreed to
be made. Senate consideration of the conference repon would be limited to four hours; no
motion to recommit the conference repon would be in order.
Over the years many individuals have contacted me about the issue of the line-item veto.
This will provide an overview of the historic action which Congress has taken.
# # #
TEXAS ADOPT-A-BEACH CLEANUP. What is being done to promote a safer environment?
That's a question asked on a regular basis from students and others back home who contact me
about pollution of all types. Normally I provide information about legislation that has been
enacted or is currently under consideration. This week, however, I want to let people know
about a hands-on way to become involved through panicipating in a state run program by the
Texas General Land Office. This is the 10th Annual Texas Adopt-A-Beach Cleanup which will
take place on Saturday, April 27 from 9 a.m. - Noon. Beach cleanups will be held at 16
beaches along the coast from Orange to Cameron Counties. If you want to become involved in
this effon my office will be glad to provide you with information.
When you panicipate in an effon like this you help to identify trends in pollution patterns
and sources of debris. Beach cleanup data is essential in helping localities pinpoint the origin
of their own debris problems and combatting the problem at its source. The success of this
effon rests with those who volunteer. This is one way to make a real difference.
# # #
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